“REBECCA WAS A GREAT SHOT”
(Life as a Pioneer Woman)

by Robert Alvin Crum

rowing up in Illinois, I was often told by fami-
Gly that I'm a direct descendant of the explorer

and “Father of Kentucky,” Daniel Boone and his
wife Rebecca Bryan. After moving to North Carolina in
1989 and conducting research on the Boone and Bryan
families, I realized that I was walking in the same plac-
es as my ancestors. Along with the research and writing
that I've been doing, I started and continue a series of
paintings (which received a grant and, subsequently, an
award) under the title “Return to the Land of My An-
cestors.” This article is a description about how I was in-
spired to paint the 70 inch by 36 inch oil painting known
as “Rebecca Was a Great Shot.”

Rebecca Bryan Boone (my direct ancestor) was born
in Virginia in 1739 to Joseph Bryan and Hester Simpson.
In 1748, she moved to the Forks of the Yadkin in North
Carolina with her grandfather Morgan Bryan, her sis-
ter Martha Bryan, and the large extended family of the
Bryans. Squire Boone. Sr. was the officiant who married
his son Daniel, to Rebecca in 1756, and Rebecca’s sister
Martha married Daniel’s brother Edward.

We don’t always know much about the lives of colo-
nial and pioneer woman. However, due to the volumes
that have been written about her husband (even during
his lifetime), we know a lot about his wife, Rebecca. She
is described as a “handsome person” with “jet-black hair
and dark penetrating eyes.” Descriptions of her continue
by saying she had a “mild and pleasant” disposition and
“one of the neatest and best of house keepers.”

Over the course of her life, she had ten children, and all
but her youngest, Nathan, were born in the back country
of the colony of North Carolina. Two of her sons would
be lost to warfare. Her eldest, James, was killed at age
16 during an Indian ambush in 1773, when the Boones
and others made their first attempt to settle in Kentucky.
Her second eldest son, Israel, was killed at the age of 23
in 1782 at the Battle of Blue Licks while fighting beside “Rebecca was a Great Shot” painted by the author.
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his father.

Rebecca’s life was busy with tending to children, the
crops, and the livestock. While she and her children
were living at Fort Boonesborough, husband Daniel
was captured by the Shawnee in 1778. After waiting
for months without his return, Rebecca assumed he
was dead, so she and some of her children made the
long trek back to live on her father’s plantation on the
Forks of the Yadkin in North Carolina.

For those familiar with the details of Daniel Boone’s life,
they know he escaped from the Shawnee, led a successful
fight during the 1778 Siege of Boonesborough, and after
being court martialed and found innocent, was promoted
from captain to major. After all this, he too had to make
the long trek back to the Forks of the Yadkin to convince
Rebecca to return to Kentucky with their children.

In 1779, Daniel, Rebecca and some of their children left
North Carolina for the last time in another large migration
of Boones, Bryans and others (including my Scholl
ancestors) to settle in Kentucky. Daniel, Rebecca and their
family didn’t return to Boonesborough but established a
new settlement known as Boone’s Station just across the
Kentucky River. Rebecca continued to travel with Daniel
as they relocated several times until, in 1799, they moved
to Spanish territory in what is now the State of Missouri.
Again, this move was along with members of the Boone
and Bryan clans and others.

Rebecca’s life in this new land that later became the
State of Missouri became a more settled and quieter life
surrounded by her extended family. She spent the twilight
of her years hereand, after an illness, died in 1813 the
home of her daughter, Jemima Callaway, at the age of 75.
Husband Daniel lived on for another seven years.

According to stories told by her children, Rebecca also
worked as a midwife, linen maker, leather tanner and
sharpshooter. She was often left alone on her property in
both the North Carolina back country and Kentucky, when
her husband, Daniel Boone, was away on long trips as a
commercial long hunter or on other business. She had a
large family to take care of and protect and knew very well
how to use arifle. In my painting of Rebecca, the child in the
foreground was painted
from a photo of my
granddaughter ~ Avery.
So in this painting, I've
united her with her
8th great grandmother
Rebecca Bryan Boone.

Robert Alvin Crum
Artist and Author
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WE_C"“ Do It!

We need

Descendants
Genealogist
Historians
Photographers
Storytellers
Travelers
Friends of the
Boone Society

to offer submissions.

Submission Guidelines

1. We are looking for articles related to the Boone
Society’s interests, including relevant histories, ge-
nealogies, events, biographies, sites, etc. We also
appreciate photos or pictures (with captions) to be
included with the article if possible. When necessary,
please make sure you have proper permission to use
the text, photos, or pictures.

2. Please use Times-New Roman, font size 11 for
regular text. Text should be single-spaced.

3. We prefer articles lightly formatted. We copy the
article into a publication template which arranges
the text into its own format and spacing. The printer
also prefers less formatting. Please submit pictures
separate from the text.

4. We publish the Compass quarterly (Jan, April,
July, Oct). For publication in an upcoming issue,
please submit your article 45 days prior to the first
day of the quarterly month in question or submit
an article or picture to be kept on file to use for a
future publication. We would like to have several
quarters of works in the pipeline to keep our hair
from turning white overnight.

5. We accept quality writing that is well-edited. If the
submission is accepted for publication, no changes
will be made without permission from the submitter.

6. Please email your submissions as attachments to
sue.ballard@kctcs.edu. Please type “Compass” on
the subject line.
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